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       Gregory P. Kurtz 
Mayor 

City of Independence, Ohio 

                                              (216) 524-4131         

            

                                

 
MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR SEPTEMBER 10, 2021  

 
 
 

 
 
 
Saturday marks the 20th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks on U.S. soil.  Every year we must 

honor and remember the nearly 3,000 people whose lives were cut short in New York, 

Washington, D.C., and Shanksville, Pennsylvania. We must also commemorate the valor of 

the first responders who perished trying to save lives, and the rescue and recovery workers 

who responded at the site of each tragedy. 

 

Most of us recall what we were doing when we learned that terrorists had turned passenger 

planes into weapons.  For those who were too young or not even born yet, this anniversary 

serves as both a history lesson and an opportunity to honor the courage and strength of the 

men and women who will forever mourn loved ones they lost, the trauma of 9/11 changed 

America and the world.  It led to the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.   Let us also acknowledge 

the brave men and women who answer the call to serve and protect our nation every single 

day. 

 

Let us pray for the families that continue to grieve and re-dedicate ourselves to be strong 

and united in standing against violence and destruction and instead standing up for 

kindness, courage, and hope.  

 

God Bless America and the residents of Independence.  
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COVID-19, Children & Vaccinations  
 

Ohio hospitals continue to report a disturbing 

increase in the number of children being admitted 

with COVID-19.  So far in September, roughly one 

in three people who have contracted COVID-19 are 

18 or younger.  

 

Experts say the more contagious Delta variant is 

behind the recent surge of new cases among 

children and unvaccinated adults.  

 

The Centers for Disease Control reported on Friday that people who were not fully 

vaccinated this spring and summer were more than 10 times more likely to be hospitalized, 

and 11 times more likely to die of COVID-19 than people who were fully vaccinated.  

 

On Friday, September 10, Independence Local Schools began a temporary, 

universal indoor mask policy for all staff, students, and visitors after a third-grade 

student from Independence Primary School and two (2) sixth-grade students and a teacher 

from Independence Middle School tested positive for COVID-19.   

The City is implementing the same indoor mask policy for our Before School and 

Afterschool programs since we are working with the same population of students.  The 

policy will remain in place until Friday, September 24. 

 

 

Annual Dog Swim Fundraiser 

The outdoor pool is going to the dogs Saturday, September 11 

for the Annual Dog Swim, and fundraiser for the City’s Animal 

Shelter.   

Residents and their guests are invited to bring their favorite furry 

friend to the pool between 11 am and 1 pm to help close the 

season with a big splash!  The $2 donation per dog will go to the 

Animal Shelter.    

All participants must have a current waiver on file or complete 

one on Saturday.   

 

 

 



3 
 

 

Rockside Road Blessing Blitz 

There is no denying the heavy toll COVID-19 

has taken on businesses and employees over 

the last year and a half.  They have experienced 

staffing shortages, the stress of staying afloat 

amidst economic uncertainty has weighed on 

them, and many of them have had to alter their 

procedures time after time to stay aligned with 

health and safety measures.  These examples 

only scratch the surface; very few have 

remained unscathed. 

 

 

Nestled in the heart of Independence’s business community, Rockside Church is passionate 

about serving the City and wanted to show its gratitude toward local businesses for their 

service during COVID-19.  On Wednesday, September 8th, Rockside Church members and 

staff took to the streets, visiting over 70 offices, restaurants, schools, banks, and medical 

facilities in the area to bless them.  Along with bags full of goodies to brighten employee's 

days, they offered affirmation and encouragement to those they met. 

 

“We want the people around us to feel appreciated and cared for amid the challenges that 

they have bravely risen to face throughout the pandemic.  Their hard work and commitment 

have not gone unnoticed, and we consider it a joy to honor them for it," said Lead Pastor 

Michele Thompson. 

 

To every person who works in Independence, Rockside Church would like to extend a 

heartfelt thank you for being the backbone of the City. 
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Chalk the Walk Winners! 

The City’s annual Chalk the Walk drawing contest is about spreading joy and inspiration 
through the magical power of sidewalk chalk.     

This year’s entries were creative and colorful.  Contestants posted photos of their original 
designs on the City’s Rec/Community Center Facebook page where residents voted on their 
favorites.    Here are the winners: 

                             1st Place ($100) - Bernstein Family – Mouth 
 

 
 
 

                          2nd Place ($50) – Suchan Family - Baby Shark 
 

                         

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/IndependenceOHRec/
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3rd Place ($25) - Mikolic Family - Olympics 

 

Check out all the entries here. 

 
 
Bon Appétit 
 
The City’s first-ever Restaurant Week kicked off on Friday, September 10.  Now more than 

ever, our restaurants need the support of our community. Help us keep Independence’s 

economy strong by supporting local restaurants during the City’s first-ever Restaurant 

Week, September 10-19, 2021.    

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/IndependenceOHRec/
https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/news_detail_T49_R167.php
https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/news_detail_T49_R167.php
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CANCELLED: Independence High School Homecoming 

 

The 2021 IHS Homecoming Parade scheduled for Sunday, September 12 is canceled 

late Friday.   The high school will try to do a Fall Sports Parade later this 

season.     

And a reminder to Independence senior citizens (age 65 and older), you can attend all IHS 

home football games free!   Next week’s Homecoming Game starts at 7 PM.  

 

 

Get In Step & Support the IHS Music Department 

 

The IHS is more than half-way to their goal of 

collecting 2500 pairs of gently warn used or new pairs 

of shoes as part of a “sole-full” fundraiser.  Any type 

and size are acceptable if the shoes are not broken or 

excessively worn.   

 

Collected shoes are used to support micro-enterprise 

vendors – small businesses in developing nations ---

that are typically operated by one person or a small group of family and friends.  

 

Bag or box your unwanted shoes and drop them off at one of two collection bins located 

inside the Independence Civic Center or the HIS main lobby.  Shoes will be accepted 

until Friday, October 1.   

 

  

 

A Time for Us 

Final preparations for next week’s A Time for Us pre-

school program are underway.   

 

The four-week program is designed to spark 

preschoolers’ imagination and teach them creativity 

through a variety of mediums – art, science, song, 

movement, and literature.            

 

Name plates with space to hang artwork are hanging 

in the hallway for all the participating preschoolers. 
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Bow Wow Wow! 

The City installed two new dog waste stations this week on City 

property.  Residents had requested the stations which include  bag 

dispensers and waste collection bins.  

One is located near the intersection of Ashwood Drive and Pin 

Oak Court and the other is on Brecksville Road between 

Dalebrook Road and Dania Drive.   

Remember, it is each pet owners’ civic “doo-dee” to clean up after 

their dog. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

If you missed the Mayor’s Friday night SwiftReach call, you can read the transcript here.  

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, please 

ask them to email their name and email address to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 

http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/government/mayor_s_office/latest_swiftreach.php#outer-499
mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org

